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Agatha, Cecilia, and Theresa. He had the name
Anne given to his sister-in-law, who, thank God, was
restored to health, with a little baby at her breast,
which survived, to the great surprise of all. Behold
many sick people in one cabin; but behold also great
favors from Heaven in a short time! Now to return
to our Head of the family; he made all our hearts
ache, in the heroic offering of his Benjamin that he
repeatedly made. For, in order to conquer the nat-
ural feeling that the danger of this dear child in-
spired in him, he offered him a hundred times a day
to God, in terms of a truly Christian confidence.
Sometimes he took him in his arms and spoke to the
little one as if he had the gift of reason: ‘‘ Thomas,
[43] my dear child,” said this good Father to him,
‘““we are not the Masters of thy life; if God wish
thee to go to Heaven, we cannot keep thee upon
earth.”” Finally concluding that the child was about
to die, he said to us, ‘ You taught me what I ought
to say to God for his recovery; tell me now how I
shall address him when my son is dead.”” Oh, how
this request affected us! This little Angel having
flown away to Heaven, we judged it wise to wait a
little, and let the first tears flow; but he himself
came to bring us the news. We conducted him to
the holy Sacrament, where he spoke like a real Abra-
ham. We went to console the poor Mother, and to
attend the funeral. The time has not yet come for
us to obtain from these peoples a special cemetery for
ourselves.

His love for God is so sincere that we are charmed
when we sometimes hear him speaking to God in his
prayers (for we still have him pray aloud). He offers
them with sentiments that he can have learned only

His
Charity.



